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“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty” II COR. 3:17 
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Sunday alcohol sales: 
Panel supports measure 


Members delay decision on whether to recommend expanding cold beer sales 


Tony Cook 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A panel working to revise Indiana’s 
alcohol laws voted Tuesday to recom- 
mend allowing carryout alcohol sales 
on Sunday. 

The measure would allow stores 
that currently sell alcohol — including 
grocery, convenience and liquor 
stores — to sell alcohol from noon to 8 
p.m. on Sunday. 

The recommendation is an impor- 
tant win for supporters of Sunday al- 
cohol sales, but the measure still faces 
a number of hurdles before it can be- 
come law. It also sets up a showdown 
over another issue: cold beer. 

The panel, set up in the wake of a 
controversy over the sale of cold beer 
at two Rickers convenience stores, de- 
layed a decision on whether to recom- 


The recommendation is an 
important win for 
supporters of Sunday 
alcohol sales 


mend expanding cold beer sales to 
grocery and convenience stores, end- 
ing the virtual monopoly liquor stores 
currently have on that product. 

Members of the Alcohol Code Revi- 
sion Commission said the issue was 
too complex to address during Tues- 
day’s meeting. 

The Sunday sales recommendation 
comes just days after the state’s liquor 
store association announced an un- 
likely alliance with big box retailers. 
Under the deal, both groups will sup- 
port Sunday sales while opposing ex- 


panded cold beer sales. 

Left out of the deal was the conve- 
nience store industry, whose priority 
is cold beer sales. 

It’s the latest turn in a long-running 
effort to update the state’s Prohibi- 
tion-era alcohol laws, which critics 
and lawmakers alike have described 
as antiquated. Indiana is the only 
state that regulates alcohol based on 
temperature and is one of nine states 
that restrict or prohibit Sunday alco- 
hol sales. 

In recent years, the small but pow- 
erful liquor store industry has beat 
back any changes, preferring the sta- 
tus quo for financial reasons. Those 
efforts were recently detailed in an In- 
dyStar series about the industry’s in- 
fluence at the Statehouse. 

But public opinion has shifted over 
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holiday bulbs at the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis, gearing up for the “Jolly Days: Winter 


Wonderland” exhibit on Tuesday. Santa Claus and Ed Carpenter will arrive by IndyCar the day after 


Thanksgiving to kick off the exhibit’s opening. senna watson/iNDYsTAR 
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Indianapolis delivered on Mayor Joe 
Hogsett’s remarks last month. INDYSTAR 


Indianapolis 
files lawsuit 
against drug 
companies 


Ryan Martin 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Indianapolis on Tuesday filed a fed- 
eral lawsuit against several opioid mak- 
ers and drug distributors, joining more 
than 75 cities and states that have pur- 
sued such action. 

In the suit, filed in U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District of Indiana, In- 
dianapolis blamed the drug companies 
for the city’s burgeoning opioid crisis. 
As opioid pain medication flooded Mar- 
ion County, according to the suit, the 
companies failed to “identify, report and 
stop suspicious orders.” 

Further, the suit alleges, the compa- 
nies used deceptive marketing cam- 
paigns to fuel the crisis while collecting 
“blockbuster profits.” 

As aresult, rampant opioid addiction 
is ravaging the city, the suit says, forcing 
the community to spend millions of dol- 
lars to address the fallout. 

Pharmaceutical companies Purdue 
Pharma, Teva, Janssen, Endo and 
Mallinckrodt were among the named 
defendants in the lawsuit. The named 
drug distributors included 
AmerisourceBergen, Cardinal Health 
and McKesson Corp. 

Several companies have denied any 
wrongdoing in written statements pre- 
viously released to IndyStar. 

“We are deeply troubled by the opioid 
crisis, and we are dedicated to being 
part of the solution,’ Purdue Pharma 
said. “We vigorously deny these allega- 
tions and look forward to the opportuni- 
ty to present our defense.” 

Healthcare Distribution Alliance, 
which represents the three distribution 
companies, said distributors are not to 
blame. 

“We dont make medicines, market 
medicines, prescribe medicines or dis- 
pense them to consumers,” Senior Vice 
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No Breakdown Guarantee 


(317) 957-3560 New dients only please. No breakdown this season. 
Must be able to start unit. Normal business hours only. See * C22 
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Save up to $2,61 7 ona Carrier 
Furnace & A/C 


plus for a limited time... Free Duct Cleaning 


(317) 957-3560 Valid on Carrier 2 ton 16 SEER A/C or heat pump (up to $1,069) when purchased in combination with a vari- 
able speed furnace or air handler. Discount includes up to $1,069 Williams Comfort Air Discount, up to $550 utility rebate and 
up to 15-year CAIRfree parts & labor warranty valued at $998. Up to $1,069 equipment discount can be applied to other select 
models. Free duct cleaning with qualifying purchase. Some restrictions apply. Rebates, credits & financing vary by model. Financing 
with approved credit. Interest accrues at time of purchase unless paid in full during promotional period. For regular term purchases, 
APR is based on US prime rate and is subject to change. 0% financing options up to 12 months. Monthly payments required. 
Customer responsible for filing utility rebates if applicable. All credits and rebates follow appropriate guidelines. See * 
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